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Welcome
Welcome to our new children and families. 
Lilah, Arnold and Maisy, 
Welcome to our November/ December Newsletter!



Term Dates 2025/2026
Term 1: Tues 2nd September – Fri 24th October 2025      
Term 2: Tues 4th November – Fri 19th December 2025
Term 3: Mon 5th January – Thurs 12th February 2026
Term 4: Mon 23rd February – Fri 27th March 2026
Term 5: Mon 13th April –Fri 22nd May 2026
Term 6: Tues 2nd June – Fri 17th July 2026
Inset Days
Monday 1st September 2025
Monday 3rd November 2025
Friday 13th February 2026
Monday 1st June 2026
Monday 20th July 2026
Please note we are closed on all bank holidays
gloucestershire-school-term-dates-and-holidays-for-academic-year-2025-26-pdf.pdf
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[bookmark: _Hlk71104459]Week 1: Firework Night and Remembrance- Carolyn and Freya
Week 2: World Kindness Day & Children in Need
Jonati and Caroline
Week 3: Book- Sara and Scarlett- Book ‘Superworm’ Lupins, ‘Five Minutes Peace’ Bluebells
Week 4: Christmas Crafts- Cards. St Andrews Day- Jonati and Caroline
Week 5: Christmas Crafts- Calendars- Carolyn and Scarlett
Week 6: Christmas Crafts- Tree Decoration and Bags- Sara and Freya
Week 7: Christmas Craft- Edible Gift and Hannukkah- Carolyn and Scarlett












                                                                                     	
                                                                                    
                                                                





[image: Remembrance Day Clip Art]Dates for your Diary
Thursday 20th November (tbc)- Cinema Trip to watch Superworm
Wednesday 19th November 1800 – 1900- Parents Open Evening- You are welcome to drop in at any time during the session to chat with your child’s key person and look through their scrapbook. This is a great opportunity to discuss your child’s progress, celebrate their achievements, and see what they’ve been enjoying at nursery. We look forward to seeing you there!
Tuesday 9th December 0930 – 1030
Christmas Carol Concert
Thursday 18th December- Christmas Party Day (no lunchbox required on this day). We will be visiting the community centre.
Father Christmas will also be visiting this term, date TBC
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Christmas Concert
We invite all parents, carers and family members to our Christmas Concert which is being held on Tuesday 9th  December at 0930 in 
the Station Church, please ensure you drop children off promptly on this day. If your child does not attend on this day, they are welcome to join us at the church to participate.
Please find a song sheet at the bottom of this newsletter if you wish to practice at home. 
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Stories with Lisa
We have the amazing Lisa from Cirencester Library continuing her visits to read to the children on Thursday 13th November. Wednesday 26th November and Thursday 4th December
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Nutrition Update – Healthy Eating
Following the latest Department for Education nutrition guidance, we’re updating our food policy to promote healthy eating. From now on, all packed lunches must include at least one portion of fruit.If fruit is not included, we’ll provide some and follow up with parents to support this change. Fruit will also be offered at breakfast and snack times, and staff will continue to encourage healthy choices.
Thank you for helping us create a healthy, balanced food environment for all children.


Staff News
We’re delighted to announce that a new member of staff has joined our team! Please join us in giving a warm welcome to Jemma, who will be working across both rooms in our setting. We’re very excited to have her with us and know she will be a wonderful addition to our nursery community.

Parking and Speed Limit Reminder
Please refrain from parking on the grass verge and directly in front of nursery. 
Polite reminder there is a strict 20mph speed limit across all of camp. 


Update on Address
If you have recently moved then please inform us of your new address, this is particular important for the funding. 

Collection
Just a polite reminder to please be on time to collect your child, if you are unexpectedly running a few minutes late please ring to make nursery aware. If you are over 5 minutes late to collecting your child, you will be fined £10 for every 15 minutes. 
This is an ongoing issue, so please adhere. 

Early Language Support Every Child ‘ELSEC’ Project
We’re pleased to share that Duke of Gloucester Playgroup is taking part in the ELSEC project, run by the Speech and Language Team. This programme helps identify and support children who may need extra help with their speech, language, and communication skills.
We’re asking parents and carers to give consent for the ELSEC team to carry out a short screening with all pre-school children. Even if you have no current concerns, we encourage participation as this can help identify any areas where your child may benefit from additional support.
Further information and a consent form have been emailed to you. Please return the completed form to a member of staff by Tuesday 11th November. If you need a printed copy, please speak to Freya or Rachael.

Illnesses
If your child is unwell, parents are asked to take their child to the doctor before returning them to the setting. We can refuse admittance to children who have a temperature, sickness and/ or diarrhoea or a contagious infection or disease.
After sickness or diarrhoea, it is our policy that parents/ carers keep their child at home for 48 hours following the last episode.
If your child has been given Calpol they are not able to attend Playgroup until they are fully better. If your child is on antibiotics and need to be administered at nursery then please fill out a medication form, any prescribed medication needs to be in original packaging with a pharmacy label and named. 
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Please be advised that Emails, Text Messages, WhatsApp, and Phone Calls will only be answered within our operating hours

Colder Weather
Now we are getting into the colder weather polite reminder to please make sure your children have jumpers, waterproof coats, hat, scarves and gloves. Which all need to be named.
Please avoid sending your child into nursery wearing wellies. If they do arrive in wellies, we kindly ask that you provide a spare pair of shoes for them to change into once inside.


We Wish You a Merry Christmas
We wish you a merry Christmas
We wish you a merry Christmas
We wish you a merry Christmas and a happy new year
Good tidings we bring to you and your kin
We wish you a merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Please feel free to practice at home!
Father Christmas, he Got Stuck
Father Christmas
Father Christmas
He got stuck
He got stuck
Coming down the chimney
Coming down the chimney
What bad luck
What bad luck
Jingle Bells
Oh, jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh, what fun it is to ride
In a one horse open sleigh
Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh, what fun it is to ride
In a one horse open sleigh, hey!


Christmas Song Sheet
Once there was a Snowman
Once there was a snowman, snowman, snowman.
Once there was a snowman, tall, tall, tall.
In the sun he melted, melted, melted.
In the sun he melted, small, small, small. 
When Santa got stuck up the chimney
When Santa got stuck up the chimney
He began to shout
"You boys and girls won't get any toys
If you don't pull me out
My beard is black, there's soot in my sack
My nose is tickling too"
When Santa got stuck up the chimney
"A-choo! A-choo! A-choo!"
Christmas Pudding
Christmas pudding, Christmas pudding
Steaming hot, steaming hot
Pour on the custard, pour on the custard
Eat the lot, Eat the lot!


Famly App
We hope you have all managed to sign into Famly and enjoying seeing the children’s photos and observations. 
Lunch boxes
Please ensure that Grapes, Cocktail Sausages, Tomatoes, Olives etc are cut length ways.

Drop Off
Just a polite reminder to wait for your child’s name to be called before entering the building; this is due to health and safety. 
Reminder that breakfast club is 0800 – 0845; if your child arrives after 0845 you will be asked to wait until 0900 as per our policy. 
Fundraising - Rag Bag bin
Each month we receive a payment from the Rag Bag Bin which is situated outside playgroup. Please remember us if you are having a sort out!
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